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THE INSANITY OF GERRIT SMITH. - 
| From the Albeny Atlas. and Argus, Nov. 11... ... 
A gentleman who saw and conversed with Gzaarr 
Suren, shortly after the affair at. Harper's Ferry, 
us that he was insane—not merely excited by fear 
and agitated by the emotions which his complicity in 
the affair and produce, but mentally ree 
His eye.was » andhis a me ine 
he ee apeeseen = ~ 
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REVERSION OF OPINION IN VIRGINIA, 
STATE OF FEELING IN THR “ TENTH LEGION” ON 

THE HARPER'S FERRY, INSURRECTION—DIG- 

UNION IMMINENT—ENSLAVEMENT OF THE FRRE 

NEGROES—EFFORTS TO DIRECT THE CURRENT 

OF SOUTHERN TRADE FROM THE NORTH—A 

SOUTHERN COXNVENTION—VOLUNTEER COMPAR- 

ims, &., &. 
Correspondence of the New-York Times. 

‘Woonstocr, Shenandoah Co., Yen. 

we ay, Nov. 9th, 1859. % 
Four months ago, whenT visited, this olen’ 

had supposed that no state of things could have 
wrought such a change in public sentiment as’ I now 
witness here, “This-is the heart of celebrated 
“Tenth Legion,” which'is composed of the counties 
of Page, Sh@nandoah and Rockingham. The 
celebrity. of this. section, as. the great stronghold :of 
‘democracy in. Virginia, is co-extensive with the Union 
itself, while the conservatism of its people is no less 
a matter of notériety. “The inhabitants of the 
“ Tenth Legion” consist chiefly of Germans, persons 
of German descent, but few.of whom are slavehold- 
ers. They have always, however, displayed a proper 
interest in maintaining the institution of slavery, but 
were at no time ‘influenced to any extreme resorts 
through the protracted agitation which grew out of 
that subject. Least of all have they been stimulated 


‘to anything like disunion under the influences of the 


slavery agitation. . The sentiment. of the. ‘ Tenth 

Legion” is generally that of the legislative branch of 
the State govérnment. Its ‘moral influences in the 
State councils may be deemed proportionate to its 
great democratic strength, which is ina ratio of abou 
75 per cent, to the aggregate. democratic’ majority of 
the State.: The conservatism of ‘Virginia in the past 
is due in no small degree to the coolness and mddera 
tion’'which has always characterized the “Tenth 


Legion.” No exBemist could command its vote, and. 
without it democracy could not triumph. - To meet 
the views of this section, therefore, it was, matter of 
necessity to make a selection of candidates with 
special reference to the conservative views of the 
“Tenth Legion.” 

This conservatism no longer exists, The Harper’s 
Ferry insurrection has changed it into rank ultraism. 
The policy of disunion fs as warmly advocated now 
in this section as it was condemned four months ago ; 
and, so far as I can observe, this sentiment will be 
fully reflected in the Legislature next Winter, by every 
member from the counties composing the ‘Tenth 
Legion.” In such an event, we may look for meas- 
ures which will surpass in their extreme character 
any ever before dreamedof in Virginia. The “Tenth 
Legion ” has always operated asthe balance-wheel in 
the political machinery of the Commonwealth, and 
that.once destroyed, there is every reason to appre- 
hend evil-consequences. I have heretofore been in- 
credulous as to the threats of disunion which I heard 
so often made.; but, after the display of feeling which 
I have. witnessed -here during the session of the 
County Court—an occasion which brings together all 
the principal men of the County—I confess my incre- 
dulity has been considerably modified. If the stand- 
ard of disunion were: raised to-morrow, I question if 
there are a thousand men in Virginia who would not 
rally to it. This is a safe estimate, assuming the 
state of feeling in the. “Tenth Legion” as the index 
of the popular) sentiment ‘of the Commonwealth. 
And this may be safely assimed as a standard of judg- 
ment—for,; when,all were ultraists, the ‘‘.Tenth Le- 
gion” -was.cool, moderate and conservative. I have 
not one man during my stay: here who is not a 
friend of disunion.; This town isnot more than forty 
or fifty miles from Harper’s:Ferry ; and, no doubt, the 
sense of danger resulting from this proximity to the 
scene of the insurrection aggravates the feeling of 
hostility to the North, and tends to produce a greater 
degree of excitement than would follow a similar oc- 
currence at a more remote point. 

The enslavement of the free. negroes of the Com- 
monwealth is a measure which seems to be very 
popular in this region. The policy in this .connec- 
tion which ismost favored here, is the immediate en- 
slavement of that class, so asto avoid a diminution 
of the representative basis which would result from 
the exodus of the free negro population under a meas- 
ure granting the alternative of emigration or en- 
slavement, within a specific time. Slaves constitute 
a basis of representation in the ratio of three-fifths, 
while free negroes rank with the whites in this con- 
nection, so that the loss of a free negro would be 
equivalent to the:loss of a white man as a representa- 
tive basis. Their enslavement, however, would in- 
volve but a comparatively small diminution in this 
respect, for in thie condition they would occupy the 
three-fifths standard, and probably ome 8 to the Com- 
monwealththe loss of one member of Congress, 
which would be inevitable under the policy of volun- 
tary emigration or.enslavement after the lapse of a 
certain period. Immediate enslavement would, 
moreover, add to the coffers of the State Treasury; 
‘but hardly suppose that any such consideration as 
this would weigh materially in the determination of | 
thig policy. Aregard for the safety of the, institu- 
tion of Slavery, with which the existence of free ne- 
groes int the Commonwealth is deemed incompatible, 
is the overruling motive for this contemplated change. 
The question, of. the basis of representation can only 
affect the details of the measure as. regards the limits 
within which the alternative of emigration or ensiave- 
ment may be granted. But the question of gain aa I 
am sure, altogether excluded in the 
this policy. 

Another effect of the Harper's Ferry émeute is the 
stimulus which it seems to.give to. the efforts of the} 
people South to: establish commercia! independ- 
ence. One of the largest traders of this town in- 
formed me that, under no circumstance, would he 
purchase goods of apy Southern merchant who 
would not import direct from Burope. Heretofore, 
he was in the habit of making’ his ‘parchases ‘at the 
North, but having been that a large dry 
goods ‘house in Richmond made. direct importations 
from Europe, he transferred his custom . to that firm, 
sat continue {t there only so long as pepe 
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